
Christology:  The Study of the Person of Christ 
Lesson 2 

Christ in Eternity Past 
 

56“Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.” 
57So the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen 
Abraham?” 58Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was 
born, I am.” 59Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him, but Jesus hid 
Himself and went out of the temple. 

John 8:58 NASB 
 

In order to truly understand the person of Christ, it is absolutely essential to come 
to grips with His existence in “eternity past” as the second person of the Trinity.  
When it comes right down to it, any claim to eternal existence is also a claim to 
deity since only God is an eternal being.  All created beings have finite existence. 
 
Trinity:  We discussed last week the Triune nature of God.  He is one God who 
exists in three persons:  God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.   
This is something the Scripture teaches and we accept by faith, but which is hard 
to completely understand since it involves eternal and infinite qualities. 
 
PERCEPTIONS OF GOD 
 
Most Christians today perceive God like one person noted: God is a lot like our 
pastor. I don’t see him through the week and I don’t understand him on Sunday. 
 
A BIT OF ADVICE 
 
It took the Church nearly 400 years to decide about Trinitarian orthodoxy, 
producing the Nicene Creed that many churches say on a Sunday morning. Most 
preachers would prefer to preach on any other subject than the Trinity.  
 
Perhaps we should heed the advice of Brother Elric, a 12th century monk, who, 
after badly botching a sermon on the Holy Trinity, took a vow of silence for the 
rest of his life.  
 
SOURCE: Sermon for Trinity Sunday, May 26, 2002 by  
The Rev. Todd D. Smelser. The Cathedral Church of St. Philip, Atlanta, GA. 
Edited by SermonCentral Staff. 
 
 
How would you define the word “eternal?” 
 
Does eternal have implications beyond simply the idea of time? 
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Several great questions arise from this passage in John chapter 8 which 
describes Jesus’ claims and His confrontation with the Jewish religious leaders.  
The Jews were proud to call themselves sons of Abraham.  Abraham was the 
father of faith.  Abraham lived approximately 2100 BC and was the father of 
Isaac and the grandfather or Jacob or Israel.  God personally gave him a promise 
in Genesis 12 that He would make a great nation from him and that through his 
seed all the earth would be blessed. 
 
When did Abraham see “My Day?” 
Did Abraham ever meet Jesus? 
Why did the Jews ask, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen 
Abraham?” 
What do you understand Jesus to mean when He says, “before Abraham was 
born.” 
What is the significance of the phrase, “I am,” in the Old Testament. 
Why did the Jewish leaders pick up stones to throw at Jesus when He made this 
statement? 
Did they misunderstand Jesus? 
Did He set them straight? 
 
These are all great discussion questions.  This passage is not lifted out of context 
and does not stand alone on the subject of Jesus eternal existence.  It is merely 
one example. 
 
“The doctrine of the eternity of the Son of God is the most important doctrine of 
Christology as a whole because if Christ is not eternal then He is a creature who 
came into existence in time and lacks the quality of eternity and infinity which 
characterizes God Himself.  If on the other hand it is held that Christ is eternal, it 
is immediately affirmed that He is not dependent upon another for His existence, 
but is in fact self-existent.  …The arguments for His eternity and for His deity are 
therefore inseparable.”  (John Walvoord, Jesus Christ our Lord, 22)   
 
Those who accept the Bible as the inspired and inerrant Word of God have no 
difficulty accepting Christ’s eternal existence since the Bible clearly supports it in 
both the Old Testament and the New Testament.  It is evident in Old Testament 
teaching, Old Testament Prophecy, Old Testament appearances of Christ (also 
known as theophanies or Christophanies), the New Testament teachings of 
Christ, His divine titles, and in the teaching of the Apostles.   
 

Key Scriptures 
 
Micah 5:2 
 
2 “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
 Too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
 From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. 
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 His goings forth are from long ago, 
 From the days of eternity.” 
 
Compare Matthew 2:4-6 which states that this prophecy of the Messiah or the 
Christ was fulfilled literally in Jesus. 
 
What does this passage say about the person of Christ? 
 
Isaiah 9:6 
 
6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; 
 And the government will rest on His shoulders; 
 And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 
 
Isaiah prophecies the birth of the Messiah.  What 4 titles does he use to describe 
Him? 
 

•  
•  
•  
•  

 
What do these phrases say about Jesus in relation to His eternal existence? 
 
“Christ is declared to be not only “mighty God” but also “everlasting Father” or, 
better translated, “Father of eternity.”  The name Jehovah frequently given to 
Christ as well as to God the Father and the Holy Spirit is another assertion of 
eternity, for this title is defined as referring to the eternal ‘I AM.’” (cf. Exodus 3:14)  
(Walvoord, 24) 
 
John 1:1-3   
 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through 
Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. 
 
Cf. John 1:14 which clearly relates this statement to Jesus Christ. 
14And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory 
as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
“Word”  Greek word = “logos”   Jesus is the Living Word. 
 
“In the beginning”  = “en archei” “seems to refer to a point in eternity past beyond 
which it is impossible for us to go.”  (Walvoord, 24).   
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“was” = existence  “whenever time began or creation began, the Word already 
existed. 
 
“with God” = individuality.   
 
“was God” = equality.   
 
Are you familiar with “Cause and Effect?”  Aristotle said that there was a cause 
for every effect.  But that there had to ultimately be some “uncaused cause.”  
What does that mean? 
 
 
Colossians 1:16-17 
 
16For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things 
have been created through Him and for Him. 17He is before all things, and in Him 
all things hold together. 
 
“He is before all things”  = Pre-existence. 
 
“by Him all things were created” = He is not created. 
 
 
Rabbi Samuel Silver states, “The big-bang theory may be valid, but we theists 
insist there was a Big-Banger.” 
 

Scriptures supporting Christ’s pre-existence 
 
Technically, Christ’s pre-existence is not the same as His eternal existence.  His 
pre-existence is an important evidence of His eternal existence.   
 
What do these verses imply about Jesus’ pre-existence in “eternity past?” 
 
John 3:17 
 
17“For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the 
world might be saved through Him. 
 
John 3:31 
 
31“He who comes from above is above all, he who is of the earth is from the earth 
and speaks of the earth. He who comes from heaven is above all. 
 
John 6:38 
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38“For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him 
who sent Me. 
 
John 17:5 
 
5“Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with 
You before the world was. 
 
Are your theological muscles beginning to flex yet? 
 
Define “pre-incarnate.” 
 
Define “re-incarnate.” 
 
Define “incarnate.” 
 
At Christmas we celebrate the Incarnation of Christ. 
 
Some implications of the Eternal Existence of Jesus Christ: 
 
 
If a sparrow flew to the Atlantic Ocean and filled his little beak with water; and 
then flew all the way across the United States to the Pacific Ocean and emptied 
his beak, then rested for 1,000 years; Then he flew back to the Atlantic, filled his 
beak, flew to the Pacific, emptied his beak; and continued this process until the 
entire Atlantic Ocean was emptied into the Pacific Ocean, resting for 1,000 tears 
between trips, and then put all the water back, after he was done not one day of 
eternity would have passed! That’s how long a person who has accepted God’s 
gift of everlasting life can hope to spend with our Saviour!!! 
 
 
Christ in the Bible 
 
THE PERSON OF THE BOOK 
GENESIS: Promised Seed  
EXODUS: Passover Lamb  
LEVITICUS: Scapegoat  
NUMBERS: Brazen Serpent  
DEUTERONOMY: Great Lawgiver  
JOSHUA: Prophet, Priest and King  
JUDGES: Judge of All the Universe  
RUTH: Kinsman Redeemer  
SAMUEL: Anointer of Kings  
KINGS: King of Kings & Lord of Lords  
CHRONICLES: Great Historian  
EZRA: Rebuilder of the Temple  
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NEHEMIAH: Rebuilder of the Wall  
ESTHER: Saviour of the Jews  
JOB: Friend that Sticketh Closer than a Brother  
PSALMS: Song of the Ages  
PROVERBS: Truth  
ECCLESIASTES: Great Preacher  
SONG OF SOLOMON: Wonderful Lover  
ISAIAH: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father and The 
Prince of Peace  
JEREMIAH: Weeping Prophet  
LAMENTATIONS: Street Preacher  
EZEKIEL: Rebuilder of the Kingdom Temple  
DANIEL: Stone Cut Out Without Hands That Will Someday Come Back to 
Earth and Establish a Kingdom as Supreme Ruler and King 
HOSEA: Forgiving Lover  
JOEL-MALACHI: One Coming in Bethlehem Judea 
 
MATTHEW: King of Kings  
MARK: Suffering Servant  
LUKE: Son of Man  
JOHN: Son of God  
ACTS: Power of the Church  
ROMANS: Dynamite of the Gospel  
CORINTHIANS: Restorer of the Carnal Nature  
GALATIANS: Rent Veil and Overcomer of the Schoolmaster  
EPHESIANS: Heavenly One  
PHILIPPIANS: Our Sufficiency  
COLOSSIANS: The Shadow  
THESSALONIANS: The Great Coming Christ  
TIMOTHY: Our Great Appearing God  
TITUS: Blessed Hope  
PHILEMON: Great Master  
HEBREWS: Best of All  
JAMES: Fulfiller of the Law  
PETER: Rock of Ages Cleft For Me, Let Me Hide Myself in Thee  
JOHN: Assurance of our Salvation  
JUDE: One Able to Keep Us From Falling and Present Us Faultless 
Before Christ in Glory  
REVELATION: One Saddled on a White Horse Coming Back to Set Up His 
Kingdom 
HE’S THE PERSON OF THE BOOK!! 
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