
Christology 101 
 

Lesson 5 
Old Testament Appearances of Christ in Genesis and Exodus 

 
Most Theophanies (Old Testament Appearances of God) are Christophanies 
(Old Testament Appearances of Christ).  We will examine some of these 
Christophanies and see how to discern which ones are actually appearances of 
Christ or not. 
 
“It is safe to assume that every visible manifestation of God in bodily form in the 
Old Testament is to be identified with the Lord Jesus Christ.”  (Walvoord, 54) 
 
First, let’s look at some other definite instances where Christ appeared and 
where He definitely did not appear. 
 
Revelation 1:12-18  (Definitely Jesus Christ—Post Resurrection & Ascension) 
 
12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having 
turned I saw seven golden lampstands; 13 and in the middle of the lampstands 
I saw one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded 
across His chest with a golden sash. 14 His head and His hair were white like 
white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire. 15 His feet were like 
burnished bronze, when it has been made to glow in a furnace, and His voice 
was like the sound of many waters. 16 In His right hand He held seven stars, and 
out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun 
shining in its strength. 17 When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And 
He placed His right hand on me, saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the 
last, 18 and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, 
and I have the keys of death and of Hades. 
 
This is definitely a New Testament appearance of Jesus to the Apostle John on 
the Isle of Patmos.  What signposts let us know this? 
 
Some Interpretive Questions: 

• Is the person identified as the second Person of the Trinity? 
• Is the person identified as God? 
• Is the person given any characteristics that are reserved for deity? 
• How do others in the story respond to him? 
• Does the person receive worship? 

 
Revelation 10:1-11  (Not Jesus Christ, but a Very Powerful Angel) 
 

1 I saw another strong angel coming down out of heaven, clothed with a 
cloud; and the rainbow was upon his head, and his face was like the sun, 
and his feet like pillars of fire; 2 and he had in his hand a little book which 
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was open. He placed his right foot on the sea and his left on the land; 3 
and he cried out with a loud voice, as when a lion roars; and when he had 
cried out, the seven peals of thunder uttered their voices. 4 When the 
seven peals of thunder had spoken, I was about to write; and I heard a 
voice from heaven saying, "Seal up the things which the seven peals of 
thunder have spoken and do not write them." 5 Then the angel whom I 
saw standing on the sea and on the land lifted up his right hand to heaven, 
6 and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, WHO CREATED 
HEAVEN AND THE THINGS IN IT, AND THE EARTH AND THE THINGS 
IN IT, AND THE SEA AND THE THINGS IN IT, that there will be delay no 
longer, 7 but in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he is 
about to sound, then the mystery of God is finished, as He preached to 
His servants the prophets.  
8 Then the voice which I heard from heaven, I heard again speaking with 
me, and saying, "Go, take the book which is open in the hand of the angel 
who stands on the sea and on the land." 9 So I went to the angel, telling 
him to give me the little book. And he said to me, "Take it and eat it; it will 
make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be sweet as honey." 10 I 
took the little book out of the angel's hand and ate it, and in my mouth it 
was sweet as honey; and when I had eaten it, my stomach was made 
bitter. 11 And they said to me, "You must prophesy again concerning many 
peoples and nations and tongues and kings."  

• Is the person identified as the second Person of the Trinity? 
• Is the person identified as God? 
• Is the person given any characteristics that are reserved for deity? 
• How do other characters in the story respond to him? 
• Does the person receive worship? 

 
Daniel 10:2-14  (Not Jesus Christ, an Angel from God) 
 

2 In those days, I, Daniel, had been mourning for three entire weeks. 3 I did 
not eat any tasty food, nor did meat or wine enter my mouth, nor did I use 
any ointment at all until the entire three weeks were completed. 4 On the 
twenty-fourth day of the first month, while I was by the bank of the great 
river, that is, the Tigris, 5 I lifted my eyes and looked, and behold, there 
was a certain man dressed in linen, whose waist was girded with a belt of 
pure gold of Uphaz. 6 His body also was like beryl, his face had the 
appearance of lightning, his eyes were like flaming torches, his arms and 
feet like the gleam of polished bronze, and the sound of his words like the 
sound of a tumult. 7 Now I, Daniel, alone saw the vision, while the men 
who were with me did not see the vision; nevertheless, a great dread fell 
on them, and they ran away to hide themselves. 8 So I was left alone and 
saw this great vision; yet no strength was left in me, for my natural color 
turned to a deathly pallor, and I retained no strength. 9 But I heard the 
sound of his words; and as soon as I heard the sound of his words, I fell 
into a deep sleep on my face, with my face to the ground.  
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10 Then behold, a hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands 
and knees. 11 He said to me, "O Daniel, man of high esteem, understand 
the words that I am about to tell you and stand upright, for I have now 
been sent to you." And when he had spoken this word to me, I stood up 
trembling. 12 Then he said to me, "Do not be afraid, Daniel, for from the 
first day that you set your heart on understanding this and on humbling 
yourself before your God, your words were heard, and I have come in 
response to your words. 13 "But the prince of the kingdom of Persia was 
withstanding me for twenty-one days; then behold, Michael, one of the 
chief princes, came to help me, for I had been left there with the kings of 
Persia. 14 "Now I have come to give you an understanding of what will 
happen to your people in the latter days, for the vision pertains to the days 
yet future." 
 
Genesis 18:1  (Christophany) 
1 Now the LORD appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, while he was 
sitting at the tent door in the heat of the day. 2 When he lifted up his eyes 
and looked, behold, three men were standing opposite him; and when he 
saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to 
the earth, 3 and said, "My Lord, if now I have found favor in Your sight, 
please do not pass Your servant by. 4 "Please let a little water be brought 
and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree; 5 and I will bring a 
piece of bread, that you may refresh yourselves; after that you may go on, 
since you have visited your servant." And they said, "So do, as you have 
said." 6 So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah, and said, "Quickly, 
prepare three measures of fine flour, knead it and make bread cakes." 7 
Abraham also ran to the herd, and took a tender and choice calf and gave 
it to the servant, and he hurried to prepare it. 8 He took curds and milk and 
the calf which he had prepared, and placed it before them; and he was 
standing by them under the tree as they ate. 
 
9 Then they said to him, "Where is Sarah your wife?" And he said, "There, 
in the tent." 10 He said, "I will surely return to you at this time next year; 
and behold, Sarah your wife will have a son." And Sarah was listening at 
the tent door, which was behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were 
old, advanced in age; Sarah was past childbearing. 12 Sarah laughed to 
herself, saying, "After I have become old, shall I have pleasure, my lord 
being old also?" 13 And the LORD said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah 
laugh, saying, `Shall I indeed bear a child, when I am so old?' 14 "Is 
anything too difficult for the LORD? At the appointed time I will return to 
you, at this time next year, and Sarah will have a son." 15 Sarah denied it 
however, saying, "I did not laugh"; for she was afraid. And He said, "No, 
but you did laugh." 
16 Then the men rose up from there, and looked down toward Sodom; and 
Abraham was walking with them to send them off. 17 The LORD said, 
"Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, 
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18:1  “Lord” = “Yahweh”  Three Primary Names used of God in the Old 
Testament, “Yahweh,” “Elohim,” and “Adonai” 
 
The Lord came personally to Abraham and Sarah and made his promise 
in the intimacy of a meal.  What a wonderful picture of the close 
relationship the Lord wants to have with each of us.  Cf. Revelation 3:20 
 
19:1  1 Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening as Lot was 
sitting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them 
and bowed down with his face to the ground.  (The Other Two Guys from 
chapter 18) 
 
Genesis 22:1-19  (Christophany) 
1 Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham, and 
said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am." 2 He said, "Take now 
your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of 
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of 
which I will tell you."  
3 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took 
two of his young men with him and Isaac his son; and he split wood for the 
burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 
4 On the third day Abraham raised his eyes and saw the place from a 
distance. 5 Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey, 
and I and the lad will go over there; and we will worship and return to you." 
6 Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son, 
and he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked 
on together. 7 Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, "My father!" 
And he said, "Here I am, my son." And he said, "Behold, the fire and the 
wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" 8 Abraham said, "God 
will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." So the two 
of them walked on together. 9 Then they came to the place of which God 
had told him; and Abraham built the altar there and arranged the wood, 
and bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 
Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.  
11 But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, 
"Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am." 12 He said, "Do not stretch 
out your hand against the lad, and do nothing to him; for now I know that 
you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from 
Me." 13 Then Abraham raised his eyes and looked, and behold, behind 
him a ram caught in the thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took 
the ram and offered him up for a burnt offering in the place of his son. 14 
Abraham called the name of that place The LORD Will Provide, as it is 
said to this day, "In the mount of the LORD it will be provided."  
15 Then the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from 
heaven, 16 and said, "By Myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, 
because you have done this thing and have not withheld your son, your 
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only son, 17 indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your 
seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the 
seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies. 18 "In 
your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have 
obeyed My voice." 19 So Abraham returned to his young men, and they 
arose and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham lived at Beersheba.  
 
New Testament Cross Reference   
Hebrews 6:13-19 
13 For when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could swear by 
no one greater, He swore by Himself, 14 saying, "I WILL SURELY 
BLESS YOU AND I WILL SURELY MULTIPLY YOU." 15 And so, having 
patiently waited, he obtained the promise. 16 For men swear by one 
greater than themselves, and with them an oath given as confirmation is 
an end of every dispute. 17 In the same way God, desiring even more to 
show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, 
interposed with an oath, 18 so that by two unchangeable things in which it 
is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong 
encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us. 19 This hope we 
have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one 
which enters within the veil, 
 
Genesis 22 is a definite test for Abraham.  It came after he had received 
the promised son he had so long awaited.   
Since it was a test, God never intended to let Abraham actually sacrifice 
his son.  God however did sacrifice His Son.  Cf. Romans 8:32. 
 
Romans 8:32 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him 
over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? 
 
After this Divine Intervention, The Angel of the Lord, restates the 
Abrahamic Covenant or Promise, but this time, both Abraham and Isaac 
hear it.   
Question:  Do you think Abraham rejoiced to see “His” day?  Cf. John 8:58 
 
Next Week:  The Angel of the Lord and Jacob 
 
Genesis 31:11-13  Gives Direction 
Genesis 33:24-30  Gives a Blessing  (Next Week) 
See John 1:18  we talked about this verse early in our course. 
 
Why would it be important for God to personally speak with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob? 
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