
Christology 101 
 

Lesson 6 
 

Old Testament Appearances of Christ in Genesis and Exodus 
(Continued) 

 
Last week we examined several Christophanies in the Genesis especially 
concerning Abraham and Isaac.  This week we will begin with Jacob.  Remember 
some of the signposts that help us determine whether or not the personality in 
question is the pre-incarnate Christ, the second Person of the Trinity, or an 
angel, or perhaps even just a human. 
 
Some Interpretive Questions: 

• Is the person identified as the second Person of the Trinity? 
• Is the person identified as God? 
• Is the person given any characteristics that are reserved for deity? 
• How do others in the story respond to him? 
• Does the person receive worship? 

 
 
Consider a couple of new questions: 

• Does the scriptural writer (Moses, for example) leave you with the 
understanding that the person is God? 

• Using the Principle that “Scripture interprets Scripture,” are there other 
passages in the Old Testament or the New Testament that shed light on 
the identity of this person as Christ? 

 
Genesis 31:11-13  Jacob’s Dream 
11 "Then the angel of God said to me in the dream, `Jacob,' and I said, `Here I 
am.' 12 "He said, `Lift up now your eyes and see that all the male goats which are 
mating are striped, speckled, and mottled; for I have seen all that Laban has 
been doing to you. 13 `I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed a pillar, where 
you made a vow to Me; now arise, leave this land, and return to the land of your 
birth.' " 
 
List some signposts that determine if the “Angel of God” is Christ: 

•  
•  
•  
•  
•  
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Genesis 32:24-32  Jacob’s Wrestling Match with a Man (not called “Angel of the 
Lord”) 
 
24 Then Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 
When he saw that he had not prevailed against him, he touched the socket of his 
thigh; so the socket of Jacob's thigh was dislocated while he wrestled with him. 26 
Then he said, "Let me go, for the dawn is breaking." But he said, "I will not let you 
go unless you bless me." 27 So he said to him, "What is your name?" And he 
said, "Jacob." 28 He said, "Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel; for you 
have striven with God and with men and have prevailed." 29 Then Jacob asked 
him and said, "Please tell me your name." But he said, "Why is it that you ask my 
name?" And he blessed him there. 30 So Jacob named the place Peniel, for he 
said, "I have seen God face to face, yet my life has been preserved." 31 Now the 
sun rose upon him just as he crossed over Penuel, and he was limping on his 
thigh. 32 Therefore, to this day the sons of Israel do not eat the sinew of the hip 
which is on the socket of the thigh, because he touched the socket of Jacob's 
thigh in the sinew of the hip. 
 
What are the signposts? 

•  
•  
•  
•  
•  

 
 
Questions: 

• In the context of the story, do you think Jacob wanted to initiate a fight? 
• Who initiates this wrestling match:  Jacob or the “man?” 
• Is this an ordinary man?  Why or Why not? 
• Why would God have wanted to “fight” Jacob? 
• Have you ever been in a fight? 
• Have you ever fought with God? 
• In what way is this an example of prayer? 
• Who did Jacob believe this person was?  “Peniel” 
• Does Jacob’s statement in verse 30 conflict with John 1:18? 

 
Compare What the Prophet Hosea wrote about this incident. 
Hosea 12:2-5 
2 The LORD also has a dispute with Judah, And will punish Jacob according to 
his ways; He will repay him according to his deeds. 3 In the womb he took his 
brother by the heel, And in his maturity he contended with God. 4 Yes, he 
wrestled with the angel and prevailed; He wept and sought His favor. He found 
Him at Bethel And there He spoke with us, 5 Even the LORD, the God of hosts, 
The LORD is His name. 
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Exodus 3:1-4:17  Moses and the “Angel of the Lord” in the Burning Bush 
 
1 Now Moses was pasturing the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of 
Midian; and he led the flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to 
Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 The angel of the LORD appeared to him in a 
blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush was 
burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed. 3 So Moses said, "I must turn 
aside now and see this marvelous sight, why the bush is not burned up." 4 When 
the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of 
the bush and said, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am." 5 Then He said, 
"Do not come near here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the place on 
which you are standing is holy ground." 6 He said also, "I am the God of your 
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." Then 
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 
 
Ask the interpretive questions: 

• Does Exodus (Written by Moses) seem to leave any doubt about the 
identity of this “Angel?” 

• What is Moses’ response to the Angel’s appearance? 
• Do you think this is an encounter that Moses initiated? 
• Was this an encounter that Moses expected or sought? 
• Is there any consistent thread about the appearance or message of 

this “Angel” in the book of Genesis and Exodus? 
(Answer:  The Covenant or Promise that is made with Abraham.  At every 
point there is a connection to keeping that covenant which will eventually 
result in the Messiah’s coming.) 
 

Acts 7:30-35  Stephen’s last sermon before he was martyred.   
(PS  Why was Stephen martyred?  Did it have anything to do with his 
“Christology?”) 
 
30 "After forty years had passed, AN ANGEL APPEARED TO HIM IN THE 
WILDERNESS OF MOUNT Sinai, IN THE FLAME OF A BURNING THORN BUSH. 31 
"When Moses saw it, he marveled at the sight; and as he approached to look more 
closely, there came the voice of the Lord: 32 `I AM THE GOD OF YOUR FATHERS, THE 
GOD OF ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND JACOB.' Moses shook with fear and would not 
venture to look. 33 "BUT THE LORD SAID TO HIM, `TAKE OFF THE SANDALS FROM 
YOUR FEET, FOR THE PLACE ON WHICH YOU ARE STANDING IS HOLY GROUND. 
34 `I HAVE CERTAINLY SEEN THE OPPRESSION OF MY PEOPLE IN EGYPT AND 
HAVE HEARD THEIR GROANS, AND I HAVE COME DOWN TO RESCUE THEM; 
COME NOW, AND I WILL SEND YOU TO EGYPT.' 35 "This Moses whom they 
disowned, saying, `WHO MADE YOU A RULER AND A JUDGE?' is the one whom God 
sent to be both a ruler and a deliverer with the help of the angel who appeared to him in 
the thorn bush. 
 
Exodus 13:21 and Exodus 14:19 identifies the “Angel of God” with the Pillar of 
fire. 
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